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RODERT SPEAR, ET AL. CONCLUDED. HOVEMEER 29, 1893,

HﬂRI\u.

&mﬁmancad fishing when he wes 10 years old,
and h? is 36 yeargpld now.,

25 years &gé the most of the weirs werec esroum
Lﬁb@c Harrows; also quite = nmumber &1ang Carpobello
from the Pool down tlrough the Narrows. The her-

rings come on from the larrows to the Pool. Good
many yei%s on Deer Island and the north shore.
‘ They began te build so manry weirs down there shout
13 ée&ra arc. Thet is on Deer Island and the north
fshbre. It is sinece ﬁh& sard ine business spreng
up. This slsc includes St. Andrews Bey. In Tu-
: bi&} “iiar-mm there were just as reny weirs then =s
 ﬁh3re has heen since, a2nd probably more thzan now.
The fish hcg»n tc be seearce in Lubec Terrows
gihafbre they ruilt &hﬂ weirs up on the Canedion
 ?ﬁharﬁ ?hﬂﬂﬁ weirs have not tsken the fish awsy
°ifram thara‘, The wairs up at Deer Island and north

‘ wiwre m izx ﬁw;wr water, Ie thinks these outside
at De ‘talanﬂ anﬁ tﬁat region havc hurt the
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years pgone by. lHas seen Treats weir with 250
hogsheads in it, It was a large weir. !le used to
have big tanks that he would dip the herrins out of
the weir into. -

.They cormenced putting weirs ur the St. Croix
about; tlr same time that they did at Deer Island.
Up the East Bay and Pembroke River they havc had
weirs 45 years at least, but tler v hsve inereased
the nlunbér oﬂthm recently.

" Gillenetting is an old method. It has been
used on the North Shore, Grand Manan, Yova Scotia
shore and sbout everywhere. It Waquaed prineipally
for the winter herrinpg. Not used as mueh Quring
the summer as during the winter. Thinks his father
iaa the first man that ever sold any frozen hérrin{;
here. Hé caught them in Broad Cove with the gill-
net. That is from 25 to 30 years ago. The winter
fishery geve out 4 years ago. Do nét use the gill-
nets here very mach in the surmer.

Seines have never been used here to amount to
anything. Ilave never used a purse seine for her=-
ring down here.

The driving of herrin{; has not been carried on
much this last 7 or 8 years, until this fall. There
was quite 2 lot of it done this fall down at Lubec
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Harrows and at lerring Cove. The qwt&ty of her-
ring from driving does not amount to much as com-
pared with the weirs, and they arc used mostly as
gardine herring. The weirs take 2/10 of all the
herring eaught about here, and possibly more.

Teke the gear that they used to have, and they
caucht & grent many more herring netéard ing td it
thon they do now. low there}s.re as mwny Tish caught,
but they have three {imes as many welirs to catch
them in.

Thinks, as a whole, the herrings are scarcer.
You take it 20 years ago; if they hmi]‘the weirs and
gear for cateching that they have now, 100k what
they would have caucht.

01ld people from Grand Manan state that there
never was known so many herring o the ripplings
as there were last year. The winter herring are
here now. They hrve stopred the Yankee fishermen
from catching them in English watemw:, and it wes
‘the Yankees that found out where they were, There
werc just as many herring last year on the shoire in
deep water as there cvor were,

Before the sardie business hegan they smoked
herring and sold them frozen, and sold them in
pickle, and they used them for oil and pomace. !he



The smallest size herring marketed were cbhout 6 *
inch fish. They smoked smeller herring than they
pickled or dressed. Everybody czucht for pomaééd,
Herring vere worth 2 hogshead about $1.50, deliv-
ered to you. Sinec thet time the sxrdine fectories
have taken 211 that they wanted. They have t#kén
the small herring mostly, and the lesmre herrifty
they have used in the same way fhat ey did before,

The proportion of herring taken 'and used for
serdines is all of /4 of the whole amount.

All the herring csusht hetween Cutiler and
Beaver liarbor come to this market. Fastport and
Lubee are practicnlly the market for all of that
region, even those thmst are smoked being shipped
this way. GOrand Menen sendsfhe heft of thesc
right direet to other markets; perhaps a quarter
of them come here.

The spawning grounds of herring ate at Grand
lanan and the southern end of Machiar Bay. Does
not think St. Andrews Bay is a spawning ground.
The herring spawn at Grand Manan from the last of
_August through September and up into October’ Sep-
teﬁber be ing ihn principal month: and has saén tham
spawn there the first part ér Ausaat. Ripe herring
are thin and poor, but they use a x;obd mny. They .
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would be used for smokins and bearrelins. The her-
ring that they get up 2t the heed of the Bay of
Fundy are mostly all spewned.

Fish that feed on herring spawn are haddock,
cod=-figh, and most all fish. Has eausht cod-fish
around the southern head, inshore, with herring
spawn in them. '

The only fishing thggll\%g ezrried on on the
spawning grounds would be cillenets, :

The law 2t Orand Hanan stepping the fishings on
the spawning grounds for a certain time is a good
law, The best protection that could he ~iven to
herring is proteecting the fish on the snawning
- grounds. Sometimes in the night the fishermen get
in and steal a few for bait, but there is not mueh
fishing done ';her'e; They are not allowed to take
them for be itor any purpose.

#At Starboard Creek they catch o great amount
of spawn herring. Was down at Haomiﬁs Bay end got
a vessel loand of spawn heérring in July. They
spawn around tle re wherever the bottom is suitable.
The bri t they get there during the swmer is 3 in-
ches long. Get some novw that length. Thinks these
were spawned last fall,

There are spawning grounds on the lova Scotia
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shore where they spewn thr last of April and the
first of lay.

Generally in tlr spring they get those amalbl
brit the first herring they get, fran :.’.1/:’-. te 3 in-
ches long.

(y opinion is those fTish come in and spawn ac-
cording to the tide. If thc‘ tide is owt therec will
be =z school of herring come in and :sr.-;‘:m, and per-
haps then you will not get any for » week on those
spawnins grounds, and then there will bc another
school come in; thst might account f'm" the differ-
ent 813-%'. Bystanc‘ier) . ’ £

Those little brit in the spring you can just
see the eye, and in a month or so you cnn notice
they arc quite little herring. ‘

At ﬁifferént seasons tle imr‘z'ing strike dif-
.ferent parts of the shore, They come in genorall
- by Deer Island wey. At times some ceme in through
Lubec Narrows, but not very often. Tardly ever'gct
any down there in the spring. The fall is mostly
~ when they get their fish down there. Would expéct
_to find the fish at Deer Island before you find
them at Lubec Harrows. They usually strike on
this shore before they strike Grand Manen. On Per-

_ry shore the first small herring ere teken in the .
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There are so meny runs of herrins that you
cannot tell how many rune there are. 'i'hcre are no
distinet runs. They generally figure on from about
the last of July or first of August for the regular
schools to come. That is the sumr school, but
this year there wss not much of a ﬂhéol, but lest
year they struck in the 18:::; of Jul?.f and they
hung right along, and had 2s many as;"t*:s?e wanted,

The firﬁt fish we get are small, but 2fter about
the first of August they generelly {;n;!. about the
regular size, They pet the smell ones generally
from April to June. These are the brit and are pood
for nothing. Do not get fish suitable for the sar-
dine factories hefore July, but might pet a few be-
fore that time, Put do not have any reguler school
that are fit for sardines. They usal to get them
all winter when they first started the factories,
but not now. They cannot run the fhetories after
the 15th of Deccmber, except ca‘rmin size Tish,
which they ecan Pyt up.

Thoy can seine the herring in some places,
They get on the shores in big schools cometimes,

The 1&5@? fish that rm into 1;3143 weirs must
Wymty big schools.  Somet imes the weirs fill’



quickly and sometimes they ro in slowly, Do not
think herring hang together as mackerel do unless
they are playing. Héve seen cvery weir in White
liead Passape solid with them.

Mr. Spear thinks there are not as many herring
as there used Lo be.

Mr. Philir Welton thinks they are just as
abundant as they used tv be., Last yeer they began
to slack off a 1litile and this year were not as
plenty as they were last, but three rears ago there
wes abuni&nce of them, and they are just 28 likely
to be as sbundant again next year, but might not
for two or tlree years. liave known them to be
slac'- sometimes for one year; sometimes for 2 or 3
years, when Lhey have been scarce compared with
other years. Saw (his scarcity one time about 18
years ago, when there were not enough herring caught
around here for beit.

Mr, Lewis D, Clark's opinion is that there are
just as many herring today as there ever were in
these waters, bul some years they po somewhere else,
He is 55 years o0ld; was born in ILubee. %Yhen he was
& boy they used to xam row all night to get bait,
little herring, but could not get them. He has
built weirs and fished weirs from Lincoln's Point |
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down to{Anchient(?)) Harbor, Portland, and finds
that it is this way with the whole coast. Gome
vears would be plent;; Some years would not be any.
lins an idéa that there are just as many herring
now in taese eastern waters as there ever were,

but some yeers they play differently.

The herring swim sometimes on tor of the wa-
ter and sometimes down deep. They come to the sur-
face whenb they are Teeding. llardly ever come to
the surface when it is stormy. They are taken by
the gillenete from 2 to 20 fathoms depth. That is
mostly in the winter, In the sumer the fishing
can be done in shallow weter.

Ther are teken off shore in gill-nets all the
“wey from 1/8 of 2 mile to 3 and 4 miles.

They could use purse scines to advantapge, but
~ the herring do not play thick enough. The trouble.
would be to find the herring. Ilave seen them at
_thm&s when they were ﬁhick enouch to seine, but not
very often,

The driving of Herring does not hurt the fish
for eating. . Put the harm the kerosine oil does
the fish, they use this cotton batting to drive
the fish, ané when the boats are throuch using it
they throw it overboard, snd it sinks down and the
0il #in!%rk up firom it for months. The pil on



T B

the swrface soon di geprears, They use just common
cotton batting. It sinks right to the bottom. Mr,
Spear would not went to tzke herring that are caught
by driving, The wey the kerosine gets into the
herring; they srill it in the bozt among the fish.
ir. Speesr hag seen them have so rmuch kerosine in
them that rou could not sell them. They cammot get
any pil as chesp as Rerosine, and thz% is the rea-
son they use it.. Birch bark will not burn as long
as kerocine., Mr. Spear thinks the state law pro-
hibits the-usu of kerosine,

- The herrings ro into the weirs bgih on the
flood ancd ebb tides, but generally on the ebb tide,
It is all owinrs te the kind of place thebweira are
built in. %Some places ther fish on the ebd tide

‘and some altogether on the flood. When the fish o
in on the ebb Lide they would have to seine their
welir at low weter. Therec the’ go im on the flood
tide sometimes they have to stop the mouth of the
weir to keep the fish in. In the flood tide weirs
around here they useqtn have 2 door to lower down.
Treats Islend weir was a Tlood tide weir, They
plways did use doors on Treats Islrnd to let out the
fish whén they did not want to keep them,.And they
“do also at Grand Manan. Thinks they are obliged to

o it there.
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MR. A. J. SMALL, BASTPORT, ME.--INTERVIEYED BY
RICHARD RATHBUN, NOVIMEFR 29, 1893,

Of North Lubee. Hes been sround herring ever
sinee he was 2 boy, about 28 yéars aro, ilas been
engaged in the sardine business 4 years,

About £5 years ago the weirs were abundant in
Lubeec NHarrows and up the shore clear to the upper
end of lNorth Lubec, &s far as Goves Point, Used to
be weirs on what we cnll Birch Point in the Cobs-
cook River. That is the furthest weir up that he
knew anything about 2t thet time, Therc used to
be quite & mumber of weirs over in the Pool on
Campobello, probably half = dozen. Used to be 2
weirs down between Friars llead rnd Lubee.

At that time ht.,hc bulk of the herring were takan
around Lubec. They have been depreciating for
~ the last 20 years; thet is including Treets Island.
The fishing beeame poor as ruch as 10 years 2go.

In Lubce Narrows it was quite good this season,

- They began dredging in Lubee larrows sbout 8 yeers
ago, and they stopped about 2 years ago. Has leaid
a pood deal of the deerease to the dredging going
on there. Does not think the weirs to the ecast
heve taken the fish away at all. lHerring began to,
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decrease before they begsn to pul meny weirs therc.
This sardine business wrs the means of their pute
~ ting welirs there.

The herring come into Quoddy Bay direct from
sea. They were most z2lways lorre herring they
caucht down there in Quoddy ﬁay, what we call string-
ins herring, and when there arc any herrins in the
river here ther are most always smeller,Thinks sorme
of those fish would come up throurh the larrows to
Cabscook Eiver.

The majority of the fish which they ret up
Cebscook River come throush Eastport way, They
were smaller fish,

lerring first come into Quoddy Bay as a rule
about September; then we get the bigrest ceteh.

In the spring sometimes we get 2 few in June, fThey
are rather smell. In the f2ll we do the best fish-
ing- in September and October.

Used to net herring backside of Eastrort iR
Broed Cove and Deep Cove, but it hes bheen as much

s 10 or 12 years sinece they sot eny net herring
there. There used to bo lots of those larre not
herring stay around here, but of reecent years they
do not make an appearance. Some 1&& it to the lob-
ster fishing. They soy that the buoys and the
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lines in the water have a tendency to scere the
fish off into the deep water. = Those herring that
rlay in St. Andrews Bay; they set traps out through
Letite Pessapge, and it has s tendency to semre them
out.

Hever aid mueh seining sround Lubee outside of
seining the welirs.,

The driving of herring has been carried on
quite extensively this year in Quoddy Bay. They
alwaye drive in the fall when the dark nichtes come
on, Has always heard sinee he has becn fishing
that kerosene drove the fish off; that is, ﬂa;h
will not pley where there is kercsine on the water,
That has always been the evidence of fishermen,

The cotton and oil would not sink; it would flost
on top of the water. It would probably rive off
oil for sometime on the water. The weir men argue
that the driving injures the weirs, but very evi-
dently it did not do very mueh harm, for they caught
fish in tho weirs just the same.

The deerease of herrins at Lubee began before
the saxdine factories started. The cateh on Deer
Island and the lNorth Shore hse alweys beon I.m-ge..
Does not lay the scarcity of fish to there being so
many weirs to thé east.
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In the srring of the year the small Tish would

o up to Pembroke to whnt we ¢=nll South Bay, and

) they will reﬁnig there 211 swmer until elong in
Septoember, and then they will come out. This year
there has been a school of fish up there, any amount
of them. Got 9 hogaheéda today of those small her-
ring.

Thinks there is 2 chanee of their beinp 2
spavning ground up the Cobseook River., Jlias seon
fish with ripe spawn there.

Herring are less sbundant than they used to be

in our vicinity.

Does not think the fish nced any protection;
the sea is pretty large. Ilas zlways found herring
pretty sbundant all along the coast of the United
Btates, Wherever the feed plays, there the herring
get the most eabundant., llas seen herring in one day
enough to cover an area of 400 squere miles. Would
po to the masthead of the vessel léooking for a
school ﬁf‘mmckarel, and you can see 10 miles each

_way, and has seen that area of water black with

” herring, playing. That was about 20 miles off

Block Island. They were those larpe sea herring.
There is 2 place around the southern head of

Grand Manan where it is well to protect them, and
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at Wood Island. Has scen cebles and anchors cove
ered 23 big around almost as yowr leg with just
clear herring spawn, where they do it in one night.
There are spawning prounds for herrings ur the Cobe-
cook River, but do not know any other places where
they spawn. Up Cobscool River they spawn nlong in
June.

The smallest herrins thrt he ever saw with
spaym in them were shout 8 or 9 inches. They are
generally in poor condition when they are ripe and
full of spawn, but we would use them just the same,
There is only dnze fish that is fat with the spawn
in, and that is the shead.

The first he has noticed brit around here for
some time is this fall, Pind ¢ few in the spring,
but they have been most sbundant this fﬁll, about
an inch long. Have notieed some wash ashore in the
soa weed., Those very likely cnmé from last years
spavn. Saw them a2bout Scptmber.‘

Has seen 2 smell school of herrins that would
be too small to utilize for sexrdines, and in 3 weeks
they ubulﬂ‘tnttan up to thnt extent that they are
larg® enoughs Attridbutes the growth of herrings to
the !maﬁ} Take poor herring, and at certain sea-

sons of the year thoy fetten up very fast., ‘hen
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herring get up around these bays and Pembroke River
they fatten up 6 weeks earlier than they will down
the river, and they will grow quite large; and

then they will remain z2bout that size until they
et ‘poor.

When the herring are not on the shiore here
they are off in the Bay of Pundy in desper water.

The smallest size herring we use for sardines
is probably about 5 to 6 inches long. Tor mis-
tards some have about 2 inch mesh, the herring
about 9 or 10 inches longe. For smoking 9 or 10
inches is about the smallest size also.

The spring run, when they first cume in ase
poor, are smaller than the fall, but when they fate
ten up they are larger.

The spring herring generally come in around
Lubec about the last of April and first of lay.
Sometimes have seen tham come in the firatvnf
April. We gererally got what we cnll the June sehool;

and throush July they arc most always scaree; and

~ then they come in again in August more abundant,

and continue more or less abundant up intu the wine

ter. They generally cease being abundant in lo-

vember. In 1891 they kept abundant up to Christmas,
They vary in different years, but as a rule they



uo?—-

get scarcer after Nlovember. In Sanﬁary, Pebruary
and lMarch ghey are all pretty large herring; very
few small ones. The large herring would be abund-
ant. Once in a while might have quite 2 little
catch. Most of the frozen herring were caught down
the North Shore, between the Worth Shore and the
Yolves. v
" ‘Herring po in large, denée schools, he thinks,

so ‘that at times you misht purse seine them; and
then at certain scasons of the year they are scat-
tered all over the water, and then they will gather
together and play in lerge schools., They swinm be-
low the surface most of the time, only in spring
_tide, and shrimp are on top of the wétar, and they
come up for them, and they ususlly play at the sur-
‘face in the morning and evening at those times.

We usﬁdte sink our gill-nets down about 4 to 6 fath-
oms in St. Andrewa Bay.

| Does not think herrins zo from Lubee Narrows
1nt9lﬁunﬁﬂy‘ﬁay’frem this side.
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CAPTAI!! CHARLES LEWIS, EASTPORT, ME.--INTERVIEWED
BY RICHARD RATHBUN, NOVEMBER 29, 1893.

0f the sardinc steamer Roessing.

Is 49 years old. Has dbeen engaged in herring
fishing sinee he was a child. 1Ias been interested
in the sardine business, especially collecting fish
for sardines, during the past 13 years.

The herring weirs 20 to 30 years ago were most-
ly located in Lubec Narrows, and up Cobscook Bay as
far as Goves Point. There were some weirs at Grand
Manan. In the St. Croix River there was not more
than one weir above Pleasant Point. There were
only a few weirs used for eatching herring for bait
on Deer Island and the North Shore. There were
not- as many weirs around Campbello Island as there

are at présent.

Before the sardine business begén the number
of weirs on Deer Island hed increaso& about 12 or
15, and on the North Shore about 15, there being
only one smell weir in Beaver Harbor.

The herring fishing in Lubec llarrows began to
fail about 6 or 7 years before the sardine business,

end the catech of fish for sardines could have had

Al
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nothing to do with this change in their abundance
there. The Deer Island weirs, therefore, also
could not have had any influence in this matter,

He thinks that herring sivply took a different turn;
that the winds may have had & good deal to do with
it; and also the distribution of food, etec.

It wes not until the sardine business started
that they began to increase so extensively the nun
ber of weirs on Deer Island and the North Shore; .
and since that time the main eatch of fish has been
in this region; that is on Deer Island and the North
Shore.

The fishing at Lubec Narrows remained very
poor urt i1 about 2 or 3 years ago, since which time
it has been better, and has been the best of =211
the past year.

Taking the whole rerion from Cutler to Beaver
Harbor, there has, as a vhole, been a decided de-
crease in the abundance of herring, and he thinks
there are not more than half as many herring now
~ @as there were 20 or 30 years ago. There are more
weirs catching herring now, end the number taken is,
of course, still very pgreat. He thinks this decrease
is due to over fishing, but the praoiice of driving
also breaks up the éehaola and does much harm to
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them,

The greatest harm results from the take of
smell fish which are obtained in irmense numbers,
and notwithstanding every precaution taken, a large
number of them are wasted, not reaching the sardine
factories at all, or in such poor condition as not
to be fit for use.

The Canadian law requires that there shall be
a pate in each weir, to be kept open durins a cer-
tain period each week, The Canadian fishermen,
however, do not conform to this regulation. The
weirg fish by tides; nothing may be done for a fort-
night, and then agein, a weir meay fish well for 6
or 8 days. |

The difficulty in making any regulations sat-
isfactory to the fishermen results from thist;egu—
larity in the fishing of the weirs; that any weir
may have good success only during a few days, or a
small part of a year, and it cannot always be told

what part of 2 year it will fish well. During

" nearly all of the yvear the fishermen may not clear

enough to pay for the stuff of which his weir is
built. PFor thaﬁ reason a close season would be un-

fevorably regarded by most of the fishermen.  § o
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weirs fished 211 the time and made 2 repgulesr cajch
there would be less objection to it.

Capt. Lewis is of the opinion that the so-
ealled brit should not be.éaught in the spring dur-
ing April, May and June. These brit measure mbst—

1y from 21/2 to 41/2 inches lonz and are no good

for gerdines. The smallest herring used for sardines

are 2bout 6 inches 1on§, and that is even 2 very
sm2ll fish. There would be no other way to pre-
vent the capture of brit in the spring than to stop
fishing entirely during that season, with weirs at
least. During the past few years the spring fish
have econsisted of scarcely anything more than brit,
with a few sardine herring mixed in them. They
have been teken for the purpose of securins such
sardines as might be in the weirs, and the brit
have been largely destroved in that manner,

The legsl sard ine season is from April 15th
to December 15th. Very little, howeVer, is done

in the sardine business in the spring. They do not

. get enough fish to make it pay. Notwithstanding

this fact, however, some of the sardine canneries

-are run at that time. As long =2s these sardine

~eanneries are run in the spring these brit will be

taken and destroyed.
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The spawning grounds with which he is acquaint-
ed are those off the south head of Grand Yanan, in
St. Andrews Bay, where they spawn in July and Aug-
ust, and on the Perry shore, where they spawn in
July. In St. Andrews Bay and along the Perry shore
these fish have been taken during the spawning sea-
son for use as bait. lle believes in a Canadian
close season on the spawning grounds off Grand lMa-
nan, and thinks the same mecasures should be inaugu-
rated in American waters, covering all the import-
ant spawning grounds. The large spawning fish do
not remain long on the grounds after the spawning
season is over.

The absence of large herring during the winter
the past few years he thinks has not been due to
over fishing, but that these same herring now in-
habit some other parts of the Bay of Pundy at that
time. To what this change may be_due he has no
idea. The gill-nets may hove broken up the schools
to a certain extent. Just as soon as these winter
herrins would be observed along the shore the nume-
ber of gill-nets set in such places would be very
great, and the°'schools would feel their influence
at once, and this tends naturally to break up the
winter schools. If they appeared at the beginning,
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Sunday for instance, when there would be no fishing
until Monday, the fish would remain in those places
perhaps 2 or 3 days, but when seininpg began as

soon &8s they touched the shore, the fish would soon
disappear.

He thihks that the herring always remain in
the Bay of Pundy--those which are causht on the ad=-
jacent shores--and that when they are not on the
ghores in the winter that they are off in decper
water in the Pay.

The spring run of herring used to be a large
one, and contained large fish, which is not  the
case today. The surmer run begins about July 1,
but varies. Fish are, therefore, constzntly run-
ning on to the shore from that time on through th
whole of the swmer and the fall. They work far
in ap the rivers, ete., and he is of the opinion
thot the latest fall fishery is with the schools
wﬁich are going eastward from those rivers.

The herring work up the Bay of Fundy as far as

Spencers Island, to his certain knowlddge, and he

thinks they go further than that.

In the f211 when the bodies of herring come in

they eateh them at Lubec before they de at Deer
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Island and the North Shore. Thinks that schools
play in through the mouth of Lubec Hérrowa on the
flood tide, and it is in that way that they reach
the weirsthere. In Lubee !Narrows they are caught
mostly on the ebb tide, the majority moving with

the ebb tide. Some, however, are taken on the fload
tide,

During the surmer he thinks that the first
suwmer run strikes to the eastward first slong Camp-
obello, Deer Island and the lorth Shore, and they
move up the Bay of Fundy to beyond St. John; and
part of this school which strikes Deer Island and
the 'orth Shore poes westward and enters the region

about Lubec, some parts roing up the rivers, etec.
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MR. C. C. FLAGG, EASTPORT, ME,.--INTERVIEVED BY
RICHARD RATHRUM, YOVEMBER 29» 1893,

Of Bastport, but used to live on Campobello.

Is 87 years old, and has always live& at Campobello,
¥elsh Pool. Hes been catching herrings all his life.
as owned end worked several weirs,

The herrins fishery has been carried on in
Passamaquoddy Bay, from Cutler to Beaver Harbor,
including Grand Manan, lons before his time. Thinks
ther cormenced the weirs in the younpger days of his
father. That would he about 80 yvears ago.

The weirs were then set in Friars Bay and
the Nerrows. That continued to be the principel
location of the weirsAéver since. They say that
was the pleace where the fﬁ%t weir was built,

About 30 or 40 years 270 the weirs were in Lu-
bee Hurrn;a and all srouné here. As many around
Campobello as there are today. There are nov more
in Marbor Dulute than there used to be., They did
not o up the Cobseook River very far, perhapa as
far as Goves Point. On the %t. Crpix River went wp
es far as Clam Cove on the Deer Island side, and

went sbove ?lnésant Point on the other éida. On
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On the Worth Shore were no weirs 30 or 40 vears ago.
Therdmight have been a very few. They began build-
ing so many weirs there gt the sardine time in 187?.

There has been 2 change in the habits of the
fish. At Lubec larrows and at Priars Bay they have
been searce for a number of years., About 1o years
they have been scaree., At the same time they became
mere sbundant at Deer Island and the North Shore.
But those weirs were not built in those times. Af-
ter they built them the herring came in there and
we did not pet them here. Does not think the east-
ern weirs cotch the fish before they come in,

The use of the drars seine is an old fishery,
but has never been carried on extensively around
here.

The gill=net is an old fishery also. Thinks
it was the oldest fishery:; that and the driving.
Thinks they besan torchins before they did gill-
netting., There has been 2 great deal of gill-net-
tins, and & large pert of it stopped when the win-
ter herrings gave out. They did most of the gill-
netting on the lorth Shore above and around Deer
Island, and in St. Andrews Bay. In St. Andrews Bay
they did not find them until late years. About

Granﬁ'ﬁanan there was a good deal of it, and a good

‘
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deal of it done now. Also around the Wolves. Used
to be up Cobscook River, but not much now. Also

he shore from Quoddy !lead to Cutler, lave done
some of late years in what they c¢2ll Timothy Creek.
The gill-net is used mostly in the fall and winter,
end some in the spring, bat not mueh. It is taken
up in the fall and earried on through the winter
if the fish continue. The North Shore fishery
sbove here used to be a great thing in the winter
'for gill-nétting. It is about 3 years since they
failed. From 2%/% to 2%/2 mesh used in gill nets.
At the present time gill-nets are used very little
since the winter fishing gave out, and the most of
the fisﬁ now are taken by weirs.

They have done some driving and seining this
fall, butvnot to amount to much. The driving has
been carried on up the YNorth Shore mostly, and up
those rivers, Magagyuadvic, and ai Lubee Narrows
and theresbouts. Does not think the kerosine oil
would injure them, but still it might. But it
breaks up the herring and drives them off shore and
scatters them. Driving harms the weirs. There is
no law against it on this side that he knows of,
but suppose there is a law against uétng kerosine

oil. Thinks the oil in Lubee larrows is an injury
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to them. Those herring will be still in 2 body,
and when they go over them with 2 litht it is poing
to scatter them and frighten them very much.
lierrins are not es abundant as they used to be;
there are so many different ways of catching them
now. Does not berin to be near &8 many. As we
keep catching the small ones up every year, where
are the bir ones coming frbm?

It would be of no use to have any regulations
unless it could be uniform on both sides. Thinks
giving the fish 2 rest so many months in the year
would benefit the fishery, say in April, May and
June. Meke 2 close season and not have them taken
anywhere. It would be hard for bait, but they do
not take herring very much in those months for bait,
because they cannot get them.

They were abundent before the sardine facto-
ries, |

Before the sradine business gpew up we used
herring for smoking, pickling and fréazing. ‘ The
smollest size fr smoking would be ahoutv4 or b in-
ches long; used to make To. 1 smoked herring, and
froh that up to the largest Qize. Tor pickling
used mostly larger herring. All the small fish

thet were taken werc used Tor pomace, and also lar-
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ger fish where there was 2 surplus of them.

But at theat time we hnd so few weirs that they
never took 1/8 part of the Tish they do now; that
is, 30 years ago. All they would take would be
smok ing herring.

Porﬁarﬂimes we used sbout 5 inch herring, and
up to, say for mustards, would mzke a small medium
herring for smoking.

¥r. Treat was the Tirst man who cormmenced to
press herring for oil and pomaece. The weir on
Treats Island has been worlked during the last 3 or
4 years, but not this year. About tﬁe whole of
the herring taken between Cutler and EBeaver llarbor
came to Lubec and Eastport. ~Pr0m.Grand tlenan prob-
ably half the herrins they smoked ceme here, and a
little comes fresh.

The makiﬁg of pomace was carried on extensive-
ly a few years after !'r. Treat stgrted it, and it
has continued up to this day, but since the sardine
factories have been extensive they have been using
the refuse frbm the canneries. Do not catch her-

ring for pomace now tc amount to anything. It does

- pot pay the fishermen to catch them for pomace.

"~ “The amount of herring formerly taken for pomace

~ was very small compared to the catch nov.
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The spawvning grounds are &t the south head of
Graend 'lanan, &nd in 2ll the bays about there and
in Friars Bay, for he has caucht them there with
the sﬁawn runnins out of them., Used to catch them
there with spawvn iq them about 211 months of the
vear. They spawn everﬁ month in the year, but the
heft of it is in Mey and June, 2nd then along in
Sentember. Wé make two seasons of it for the ler-
ger fish. IJlas handled them zll mcntﬁs in the year,
and found spawn in them. There are spawning
grounds in Machias and St. Andrews Béys on the YNova
Scotia#hore. Has boursht them from the Nove feotia
shore to smoke. WYhen they begin to spawn they are
& small scazled herring not over 6 inehes long. Has
found =ny emount that size with spawn. During the
heft of the spawnins season the fish are rather
poor. The spawnins condition does ﬁot hurt them
for use.

Thinks the law at Crand !2nan is 2 wise law,
Thinks it would be 2 just law where there are exten-
sive grounds. The fish should have & rest part
of ‘the year. |

Bﬂeé not think they grow very fagst, %Yhen the

-+ brit come in first tn the spring, do not see much
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'difference in them. They’are 2 or 3 inches long.
¥ill find them in the spring first, and then we do
not get so many through the swmmer, and then they
come around in the fell acain. | The brit we find
in the fall were spewned in September of the pre-
vious year. Thihks they are 2 year old. But still
mey be only 6 months. When they are 2 years old
get to be sbout 5 or 6 inches.

There is 2 spring run of herring. We used to
have 2 good run then. They used to besin in April.
Those used to be abundant, but now they are running
out entirely.

The next run begins about the first of July,
and then comes & run along a2bout the last of Aug-
‘ust or first of September. They seem to kecr com-
ing on up to this time. There used to be Tish all
winter. Has seined & weir in February and got
them. These years they are getting played out in
the winter months.

¥hen they are not here they are playing off in
the Bay of Fundy. Does not think they go out of
the Bay. They lay all winter upon the North Shore.

‘When the herring come in they generally strike

the shore in this river esbout as soon as anywhere.
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They ecome in by Head Yarbor. Will cétch them first
somet imes about Deer Islend. Used to get them
first at Cherry Island. Does not think meny come
throurh Lubee Marrows. They ro to the westward
from the Deer Islend region. They come into this
river from the east and o westward and work dowm
through Lubee Narrcws. Some come from the westward
and play up to the eastﬁard alons the Morth Shore,

These different runs of fish contain all sizes
from the smnll ones up to the bir ones. One day
they will come in in a body, and the next none et
all. And sometimes they will ecome in in 2 body
and stay for quite 2 while. They ccecur in schools
so that they mirht be esught with the pursc seines.
They spawn just below the surfeace, but when thev
are schoolings they come up to the surface. They
come up sometimes when they are not feeding; can-
not tell about them,

They are caught in the rzill-nets at 211 depths,
clear to the bhottom, in say 20 fathoms of water.
They fish off lons distances down on the North
Shore; clear off abreast of the Wolves.

Most of the weirs fish on the flood tide. The
herring are playing inshore on the flood, and just

as quick as it petphigh water they stop. Do not
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run into thé weirs zo0 much on the ebb tide es they
do on the flood. Sometimes they stem the tide in
getting into the weirs, and sometimes they do not;

it is just owing to where the weirs are loceated.
MACKIREL.

There used to be an abundance of mackerel in
here years aro. They have been scoree as much as
20 years, but sumer before last there were a good
many here, but before that hardly any., They have
been taken extensively 12 the weirs and in the traps
on the Nova Scotia side. Those trars have been
there as much as 30 or more years. Thesc meckerel
come in inside of Grand lanan somewhere alons in .
July, and they will stay until fall. They go clear
to the head of the Bay, he thinks. They got 2 lot
dovn there this srring about the last of 'ay or
first of June. Hever knew of their purse seining
up there. Thinks they come from the westwerd,
Hever knew of mackerel beins taken in the winter

with the herring, but in the f2ll misht take a few.

LOBSTERS.
Lobsters have decreased greatly about here,

There are more tasken now thoen there used to be=-20



years ageo was not 2 man catehing them except for

his own use. !low there ars several hundred men

catching them. Thinks they will take all the way
from one or two up to a2 dozen in each trap. las
never thought of any way of proteeting lobsters.

Does not think it is any use to make & law unless

-it is the same on both sides, ias seen lobsters

around here where you could count thousands of them,
and today you cannot find 2 lobster at those places.
That is net over 20 years ago. Has see¢n them where

you could heave out a hundred in ten minutes.
POLLOCY.

The large pollock for the past few years have
been inereasing here. They are not doing much fish-
ing for pollock here, and all that fishing is con-

fined between Cochrans Ledge and just beyond Ilead

Harbor.



